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{anoraniyan) and "greater than the great" (mahato
mahiyan) ; therefore. He is without magnitude. It is only
things with magnitude that are perishable. Such things
with their temporary lustre are like gossamer in the air,
which a slight puff of wind blows away. The Brahman,
Who is Pure Existence, Objectless Awareness, and
Unalloyed Joy (SatcMdananda), is the same to-day,
to-morrow, and for ever. All this is abstract philosophy,
and the philosophical background of Brahmoism is
interesting enough, although practical mysticism is
immensely more useful. "The person who is in some sensef
the fresh present day organ of the Life of God is just^
so far a practical mystic/7

In'the eighteenth century England, there was the rise
of a new school of philosophy called Deism, and the
Deists believed that the universe is a dull mechanical
clockwork, a savage and unkempt condition, which is
reformed into order by the corrective efforts of civilised
man. So God is conceived as existing, if He at all does,
outside the universe! And, although "Follow Nature"
was the shibboleth of that pseudo-classic age in England,
there could not, in that age, be any perception of the
veil of the unseen in the visible of the world. When we
stand on such a philosophic ground, life itself becomes
reducible to mathematical formulae, and everything in
and about us assumes a dead level of order and uniformity,
reft of all the aberrations and eccentricities of life. As
a protest against this school of thought was the pantheistic
doctrine of the Romanticists. Their ideas and inter-
pretations of God immanent in Nature, everywhere
impinged upon their poetry, and although Keats said that
"philosophy clips an angel's wings", and William Watson
said that "Song is not Truth nor Wisdom, but the rose
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